Appeal for Support for Mesothelioma Sufferers

What Is Mesothelioma?

Mesothelioma is a fatal cancer of the pleura, the lining of the lung, associated with exposure to asbestos.

The dangers of asbestos only became known in the 1980s. With mesothelioma generally diagnosed 25 to 30 years after asbestos exposure, Australia is seeing more new cases each year.  Australia has the highest rate of Mesothelioma in the world.

Mesothelioma patients have been exposed to asbestos by no fault of their own. Those at highest risk include anyone who has worked with asbestos, and their family members, in jobs such as mining, milling, manufacturing, construction, power generation and in the navy, railway and shipbuilding industries.

The incidence of mesothelioma is increasing in Australia, and is estimated to do so until at least 2020 when there will have been approximately 18,000 cases, with 11,000 cases yet to appear. Some estimates predict an additional 21,000 new cases to be diagnosed in the next 50 years.

Owners and renovators of homes are increasingly developing this fatal disease with many choosing to renovate houses originally built during and before the 1980s, when asbestos was extremely popular in the building industry.

Access to Treatment Is Inequitable

New research, released by the Allen Consulting Group, has revealed inequitable access to life extending treatment for Australian mesothelioma patients.

The research shows that while some patients have free access to the gold-standard mesothelioma treatment, others completely miss out due to Australia lacking a standard national access scheme.

There are significant inequities in access to subsidised treatment depending on what State sufferers live in and whether they can prove that the disease is related to their work or not.
The national report has revealed approximately 40 - 50 percent of mesothelioma patients are not receiving the gold-standard treatment, despite it being able to extend their remaining time.

Unsubsidised treatment can cost tens of thousands of dollars and many people with mesothelioma cannot obtain the treatment because they cannot afford it.

Treatment Does Benefit Patients with Mesothelioma

When people with mesothelioma are treated with the gold standard therapy – a combination of two cancer drugs – their survival time is significantly increased, On average, patients’ lives are extended by over a year.  The treatment also improves their quality of life.
An Appeal for You to Take Action

The Federal Government has the power to ensure that all mesothelioma patients have equal subsidised access to the treatment that can best extend their lives and improve the quality of their remaining time.

The report findings mentioned above have prompted cancer experts nationwide to urge the Federal Government to subsidise mesothelioma treatment for all Australians living with this deadly disease.

Please take action to enable all Australians with mesothelioma to obtain the same gold-standard treatment.

What You Can Do
You can write to the Prime Minister, the Minister for Health and Ageing, the Leader of the Opposition, the Shadow Minister for Health, your local Federal Member, Senators and candidates in your electorate to urge them to take action to ensure that mesothelioma sufferers have equitable and affordable access to treatment which will extend their lives and improve its quality.

The contact details for relevant Ministers and Shadow Ministers are:

	John Howard MP
	Kevin Rudd MP

	Prime Minister
	Leader of the Opposition

	Parliament House
	Parliament House

	CANBERRA ACT 2600
	CANBERRA ACT 2600

	
	

	Tony Abbott MP
	Nicola Roxon

	Minister for Health & Ageing

	Shadow Minister for Health

	Parliament House
	Parliament House

	CANBERRA ACT 2600
	CANBERRA ACT 2600


Sample Letter
Dear …..

I write to you to encourage you to take urgent action to enable the provision of subsidised standard-of-care chemotherapy treatment for the lung disease, mesothelioma.

I believe that the best treatment available should be made accessible to all people with the disease, where medically appropriate, at a price everyone can afford under the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme (PBS) listing, regardless of where victims live or how they contracted the disease.

I am aware that an independent report has found up to half of all Australians with mesothelioma aren’t gaining access to this standard-of-care treatment for the disease, while others receive fully subsidised access to the same therapy.
The report also found extreme access inequities exist between mesothelioma patients in different States, among those attending different hospitals,, and between those exposed to asbestos via occupational hazard and those who cannot establish how they were exposed.

The evidence suggests that this treatment extends patients lives and improves the quality of their remaining time.

It is appalling that some sufferers cannot obtain this treatment because they cannot afford the unsubsidised cost while others in Australia are able to get this treatment at an affordable cost because subsidies apply in their State or circumstance.

I urge you to take speedy action to address the inequity of access to treatment that currently faces those who have contracted mesothelioma in Australia.
Yours sincerely

If you need more information, please contact Peter Arndt (Executive Officer, Catholic Justice & Peace Commission of Brisbane), Faith & Life, Ph (07) 3336 9173 or e-mail: arndtp@bne.catholic.net.au
